
UNITED STATES

KENNY
LIBBEN

RUNNING FOR:  CHAIRMAN (ELECT ONE)
CURATOR,  CLEO REDD FISHER MUSEUM (LOUDONVILLE, OHIO)

I am honored to stand as a candidate for Chair of ICOM-ICR. My passion lies in strengthening
small and regional museums, ensuring they are equipped to serve their communities while
remaining connected to the broader international museum field. I believe that regional
museums are at the heart of cultural preservation and education, and my goal is to help them
thrive by fostering new ideas, encouraging collaboration, and amplifying their voices on the
global stage.

As Secretary of ICOM-ICR, I have seen firsthand the importance of a strong and active
committee. If elected, I will work to build ICR into a dynamic platform that provides more
educational programs, workshops, and networking opportunities while better promoting the
work of our members. I am committed to improving communication within the committee —
keeping members better informed of activities, opportunities, and resources, while also
increasing transparency from the board.

Equally important, ICR must reflect the diversity of our profession. I will advocate for a
committee that better represents all countries and continents, ensuring that members from
every part of the world feel included, valued, and supported. By expanding our programs,
strengthening connections, and raising the visibility of our members, ICR can become a
stronger community that not only addresses the challenges facing regional museums but also
celebrates their successes. With your support, I hope to help shape ICR into a committee that
inspires, connects, and empowers regional museums everywhere.



TAIWAN

WEI-CHUN
(EDDIE)LAI

RUNNING FOR:  VICE CHAIR (ELECT ONE)
DIRECTOR,  PINGLIN TEA MUSEUM (NEW TAIPEI CITY)

Driven by my passion for museums, I am applying for the next Vice Chair position of ICOM-ICR.

I have experience hosting two ICR annual conferences (2014 and 2023). I welcome and enjoy
sharing experiences and discussing issues with colleagues from all regional museums.
Due to work commitments, I am unable to directly serve as Chair, so I am happy to serve as
Vice Chair and assist the board of directors and colleagues in organizing next year's annual
conference.

I’m from Taipei, Taiwan. I studied in New York City and earned an MFA. I also received my PhD
in Design in Taiwan. I worked as a full-time assistant professor in a university's fine arts
department for ten years. I am currently the director of the Pinglin Tea Museum in New Taipei
City. I am also serving as Vice President of the Taiwan Museum Association from 2022 to 2025.
I have participated in ICOM-ICR conferences since 2006. I also hosted the 2014 ICR Annual
Meeting and the 2023 ICR in Taiwan. I also served as Vice Chair of ICOM-ICR from 2019 to
2022.



NEPAL

BIJAYA
SHAHI

RUNNING FOR:  VICE CHAIR (ELECT ONE)
ADVISOR,  LIVING TRADITION MUSEUM (BHAKTAPUR)

With great enthusiasm, I would like to present my candidacy for the position of Vice Chair of
ICOM’s International Committee for Regional Museums (ICR). I have been involved in museum
for over a decade and look forward to be actively involved in it in coming days. 
I am from a military background and retired as a brigadier general. During my tenure in military,
I had the opportunity to engage in the first military museum of Nepal army. This was my first
step to acquire the knowledge of museum.  

With this background, after retirement, I commenced my study towards field of museum as
freelancer. I became the general member of ICOM (Paris) in 2013. Then I established and led
the charge of ICOM Nepal as founding chair. Currently, I am a board member of ICOM ASPAC
and ICOM Nepal. Most recently, I have presented a paper in the 2025 ASEAN Oriented Cultural
Exchange and Cooperation Forum in Liuzhou, China.

I have long been affiliated with ICR and its activities. I have participated on ICR conference in
New Zealand on 2018 and in Taiwan on 2023 and presented papers. I had also taken a leading
role for ICOM-ICR International Conference in Kathmandu, from 18-21 Jan 2017. I further took
full responsibility to conduct and organize ICOM Special Project (International Conference)
collaboration with ICR in Kathmandu, from 20-22 Nov 2019, also published a booklet jointly
(ICOM Nepal and ICR).

If given the opportunity, I shall sincerely and responsibly work to serve the mission of ICOM
ICR by strengthening global networks, capacity building, digitalization, organizing training,
workshops etc. I believe, I have the right vision, and experience to serve as Vice Chair in ICR. 



I am thrilled to submit my enthusiastic candidacy for the position of Secretary for the ICOM
ICR Board. As a mid-career museum professional, I bring meticulous organizational and
communication skills, an attention to detail, and a proven capacity for leadership. My
experience overseeing institutional governance and managing several projects simultaneously
makes me uniquely prepared to fulfill the core duties of this role, from maintaining accurate
board records to organizing meetings and responding to member inquiries.

My extensive service on national committees for organizations like the National Council on
Public History and the Small Museum Association has provided me with firsthand experience in
strategic collaboration and board governance. I understand the importance of clear
communication in a global committee and am confident that my experience with public
outreach and program development will enable me to be a "hands-on" board member. This
extensive service, combined with an aptitude for learning foreign languages and considerable
international travel, underscores my commitment to a global and values-centered approach to
museum work. I am committed to supporting the board's strategic goals and ensuring the
continued success of the committee.

UNITED STATES

ANN
BENNETT

RUNNING FOR:  SECRETARY (ELECT ONE)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  HOWARD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

(ELLICOT CITY, MARYLAND)



NORWAY

RUNE
HOLBEK

RUNNING FOR:  TREASURER (ELECT ONE)
SENIOR ADVISOR FOR MUSEUMS & CULTURE TOURISM,

AGDER COUNTY MUNICIPALITY (KRISTIANSAND)

I have long and broad experience from working in ICR through various roles. I have a large
network in ICR and believe that I still have a lot to offer to take ICR forward. I am the only one
on the board from Europe, and I believe that it is important that all parts of the world are
represented in ICR and ICOM's work. I know the head office in Paris well and have participated
in several meetings there in the various roles I have had as a member of the ICR board.

I want to develop ICR further based on the basic idea of Hans Manneby, who was a key figure
in the development in the 80s and 90s. The small and medium-sized museums need an
international network. Many of the smaller museums are run based on the Eco Museum model,
which is more relevant than ever in the great challenges of our time. This applies to climate and
environmental issues, and not least democratic rights in a world that has become significantly
more dangerous and complicated in the last 10 years. To face the future in a good way, it is
important to have your own history and identity with you. ICR is an old committee and is still as
relevant today as it was when the committee was established over 50 years ago. I want to
continue to serve ICR with my own experience and in collaboration with other ICR colleagues
and friends around the world.



IRAN

MOHSEN
GHANOONI

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT,

CULTURAL INSTITUTION OF BONYAD MUSEUMS (TEHRAN)

With extensive experience in the conservation of cultural heritage, l have committed my career
to advancing sustainable practices for preserving historical buildings and artifacts. My
professional journey has included leading high-impact projects, developing strategies for
sustainable museum construction, and driving initiatives to integrate modern conservation
techniques with cultural and historical contexts. As a member of the ICOM Resolutions
Committee (RESCOM), I have contributed to the formulation of key resolutions for the 2025
ICOM General Conference, a role that highlights my ongoing commitment to global museum
standards. 

Additionally, I have presented and published articles in prominent international conferences,
including ICOM ICEE and ICOM UK, on topics such as museum development in the post-
pandemic world and sustainable heritage practices. My vision for the next three years is
focused on empowering regional museums to become dynamic centers of cultural exchange
and learning. By leveraging my experience in both practical conservation and academic
research, I aim to support the ICR in fostering global collaboration and ensuring the
preservation of cultural heritage for future generations.



RUSSIA

EKATERINA
KARPOVA

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
SENIOR RESEARCHER AND EXHIBITION CURATOR

STATE MUSEUM OF URBAN SCULPTURE (ST. PETERSBURG)

I share values of ICR, support its mission and wish to contribute to the exchange of skills,
experiences and ideas on an international level. In the Executive Board I hope to gain a
broader and deeper understanding of the challenges that museum colleagues face in different
countries as well as the solutions we find together.

I would like to offer my candidacy to the Executive Board for the Ordinary Member position. 
The State Museum of the Urban Sculpture (St.Peresburg, Russia), where I work as a senior
researcher and exhibition curator, is one of the wide range of regional museums. Our institution
tries to form a deep and valuable dialogue with a local community.

My long-standing working experience with projects, that unite different regional museums of
my native city – St.Petersburg, as well as working contacts with colleagues all over Russia, that I
earned while organizing training programs for museum professionals, will help me to uprise the
value of ICR goals, projects, practices within a museum community of my country.



SOUTH KOREA

HOSAN
KIM

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
DIRECTOR, SEOUL YANGNYEONGSI HERB MEDECINE MUSEUM 

I am honored to apply for the ICOM International Committee for Regional Museums (ICR)
Board for 2025-2028. Regional museums connect communities with their cultural heritage.
They face special challenges that need our understanding and support. My Three Main Goals
as Board Member:

1. Work Together with Other Board Members I will collaborate closely with fellow board
members to make ICR stronger. My experience in different types of museums has taught me
that diverse ideas help create better strategies for our global network.

2. Support Regional Museums' Special Strengths Regional museums are good at things that
large museums cannot do well: close community relationships, local cultural knowledge, and
quick responses to community needs. I will work to make sure ICOM recognizes and values
these important contributions.

3. Help Museums Share Knowledge I will help regional museums around the world connect
and learn from each other. I will focus on connecting Asian museums with international
museum communities. My presentations at American Alliance of Museums conferences and
Museums and the Web show how sharing practical ideas helps all regional museums.

My Background: I have twenty years of museum experience. I work with exhibitions, digital
technology, and community programs. I developed mixed reality educational programs and
preserve traditional medicine heritage. I understand the challenges and opportunities that
regional museums face today. I will bring collaborative leadership and commitment to helping
regional museums get the support they need within ICOM's global network.



CROATIA

KATARINA
MARIC

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
ADVISOR, THE HISTORICAL & MARITIME MUSEUM OF ISTRIA (PULA)

I am writing to apply for the Ordinary member position of the new ICOM ICR Executive
Board 2025-2028, driven by my passion for professional museums work linked to community
heritage and sustainable development.

With over 25 years in museum curation and leadership, including my current role as Museum
Advisor at the Historical and Maritime Museum of Istria (PPMI) I have acquired the
necessary experience regarding activities in regional and city museums, constantly dedicated
to monitore the needs of visitors and introducing social potential and new possibilities for
inclusion, to participate in exhibition design, and to be involved in international collaboration
with new perspective and innovative ideas. My academic and enviromental bilingual
background further equips me to engage diverse audiences.

Assisting in european projects demonstrate my commitment to cross-border cultural projects
and digital transformation, aligning with ICR's focus on regional revitalization and global
impacts. I have also managed the Coordination of Istrian Museums (KIM), fostering inter-
museum cooperation on different themes.

I am eager to contribute my skills in sustainable heritage practices and international
networking to ICR's mission, promoting inclusive regional museum strategies worldwide.



 

PAKISTAN

ZAHIDA
QUADRI

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR EXCAVATION, CULTURE, TOURISM ANTIQUITIES

AND ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF SINDH (KARACHI)

I, serves as the Field Director of Excavation and in charge of the Regional Archaeology
Museum located in Sindh. I hold the position of chairperson for the International Council of
Museums (ICR). Besides, I am an executive board member of ICOM Pakistan, a member of the
ICOM working group for national committees, and a member of the ICOM Resolution
Committee (RESCOM).

My professional responsibilities include the management of archaeological sites and museums
across six regions in Sindh, Pakistan. I particularly emphasis on landscape archaeology and the
interpretations of folklore within the field of archaeology. Through my excavation projects, I
explore the influence of folklore on the complex historical and archaeological narratives of the
region. I have maintained traditional conservation practices throughout my excavation work. My
association with various region linked me to ICR. I became a part of ICR in 2015 when I
became a member of ICOM. Since that time, my bond with ICR has continued to deepen
significantly.

In my capacity as Chair of ICR, my objective is to increase both the visibility and membership
of ICR in various regions. I noticed a lack of representation from the global south within ICR. As
a result, I have concentrated my efforts on South Asia, Africa, and the Arab regions. I have
coordinated ICR initiatives in these areas, resulting in a significant rise in ICR memberships in
South Asia, Africa, and the Arab world. Additionally, I want to promote regional museums as ICR
is the voice of regional museums. I shared the idea of launching the "ICR Member Voices". 



 

ISRAEL

NOGA
RAVED

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
REGISTRAR, BEN-ZVI INSTITUTE (JERUSALEM)

I would be honoured to continue serving the International Committee for Regional Museums
(ICR) as a regular board member, following six years of experience as treasurer and as an
active participant in the committee’s work. My long-standing engagement with ICR has given
me a deep understanding of its mission, challenges, and opportunities, as well as an
appreciation for the vital role regional museums play in preserving and shaping local identities.

For more than twenty years, I have been active in the museum field in Israel, holding leadership
roles as director, curator, and coordinator at different institutions. In these capacities, I gained
broad expertise in museum management, curation, collection care, and public engagement.
Alongside this professional work, I have served on multiple committees within ICOM Israel,
including the Education, Ethics, and Audit Committees, which have strengthened my
governance skills and collaborative spirit.

My academic background, including a PhD on cultural policy and identity and a current post-
doctoral project on the role of museums in nation-building, allows me to bring research-based
insights into discussions about museums’ social responsibilities. I believe museums today must
adapt to global challenges—such as climate change, digital transformation, and widening
social gaps—while maintaining their role as trusted sources of knowledge.

As a regular board member, I will bring commitment, experience, and creativity to further
strengthen efficient and transparent management of the committee’s work with ICOM
institutions, while ensuring that ICR remains both relevant and a reliable source of professional
knowledge for its members.



 

I have been active in ICOM’s international committees since 2000, starting with ICDAD and,
from 2007 onwards, with ICR. I served on the ICR board from 2016 to 2022, including as
Membership Secretary, assisting members with all membership-related matters. I have also
served on the board of ICOM Finland from 2001 to 2006 and again from 2015 to 2020, acting
as Vice Chair from 2018 to 2020. Since 2020, I have worked as the Membership Secretary for
ICOM Finland. I am therefore very familiar with ICOM’s operations, both at the level of
international committees and national committees.

In 2017, I organized the ICR Annual Meeting and Conference in Finland (Helsinki – Hämeenlinna
– Tampere), including a post-conference tour to Inari in Lapland. I am well acquainted with the
process of organizing a conference, what it requires, and the potential challenges involved.
I am applying to become a member of the ICR board. I would like to contribute to organizing
annual meetings and conferences in collaboration with host museums and national
committees.

FINLAND

TUULIA
TUOMI

RUNNING FOR:  ORDINARY BOARD (ELECT FIVE)
DIRECTOR, REGIONAL MUSEUM OF PAIJAT-HAME (LAHTI)


